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'_Dear Ma3oa Corbln.

2

You reqpested ‘an advance deCLSlon whether a certlflcate

~.of dep051t (cp) jssued by a federally insured. pank and .
asg&igned to” the'Gove;nmene may be snbmltted in lieu of -

g bid, performance,“kﬂ paYment pond. You’ raisea the questlon
‘jon behalf of a potential bidder or offeror.,

As you know, this Offlce 15 not requlred to prov1de

tﬁadvance dec151ons unless requested o do. sO by disbursing

- or certifying offlcers “having .vouchers before them . for -

~;payment or certlficatlon or by the heads of Executlve '

. partments and establehments having any. qaestion 1nvolv1ng CoE
payments to be ‘made BY" “their agenc1e$. See 31 U.S.C.

§5 74, 824 (1976);1.ﬁowever;;we will cons1der a request

by @ contractxng oﬁficervor‘aﬂhead of a procurlng act1v1ty
' g-for'antcpin;en‘concerninggthe proper‘reaolutiop of 'a question
- afﬁectlng the?award of a spec1f1c contract when the prompt c
resclution of,such'question 1§Anecessary or. de51rable prlor
. to making the award.. 36 Comp. -Gen- 513 (1957) .- In other
WQrds,.wemw;ll}consider'a'request.from'a contractlng "
."roffiCer-orVapbead of'a'procurlng activity when in the
- course of hisaor<her,Off1c1al duties a question arises
»‘which affects the’ award of a spec1fic contract. ' ‘

- Your questlon does not meet these prerequlsltes sznce

'you are . neither & contracting offlcer ‘por & head of a

procurlng activity. Furthermore, your questlon does not

~appear to affect a spec1f1c contract.

B - ynder the c1rcumstances we must decllne to render
: an advance decxszon.. Nometheless, for your 1nformatlon -
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we refer you to 50 Comp. Gen. 712, 717 (1971), where we
discuss certificates of deposit in general, to 39 Comp.
Gen. 619 (1960), where we recognized that a letter of
credit substantially complied with the requirement for

a bid bond, and to B~145861, May 29, 1961, copy enclosed,
which permitted the submission of a bank money order made
to the order of the cognizant procuring activity.

Sincerely yours,

Hemry R, Vam Cleve

Milton J. Socolar
General Counsel
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